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Cabinet  

Held on Tuesday 26 October 2021 

(In person in The Salford Suite, Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, Salford)  

Present 

Paul Dennett   City Mayor 

John Merry CBE  Deputy City Mayor 

Lead Members: 

Jim Cammell   Children’s and Young People’s Services 

David Lancaster, MBE       Environment, Neighbourhoods and Community Safety 
Mike McCusker                  Planning and Sustainable Development 

Executive Support Members (at the invitation of the City Mayor):  

Damian Bailey  Social Care and Mental Health 
Barbara Bentham               Workforce and Industrial Relations 
Philip Cusack  Skills, Work and Business 

Jack Youd                           Procurement and Social Value 

Officers: 

Muna Abdel Aziz  Director of Public Health 

Debbie Brown   Strategic Director Service Reform 
Sam Betts    Assistant Director of Human Resources & OD 

Joanne Hardman  Chief Finance Officer 
Jacquie Russell  Assistant Director Strategy & Change 
Tom Stannard                    Chief Executive 

Dave Wilcock  Interim City Solicitor 
John Wooderson  Head of Service Urban Renewal 

Liz Wright                           Democratic Service Officer 
 
Public: None. 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from The Statutory Deputy City Mayor  Councillor Tracy 

Kelly, Councillor Sharmina August, Councillor Bill Hinds, Councillor Roger Jones, 

Councillor Sophia Linden and Councillor John Walsh.  

2. Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

3. Minutes of proceedings 

Approval of the minutes was moved by Councillor Mike McCusker and seconded by 

Councillor Jim Cammell. 

Resolved: That, the minutes of the meeting held on 28.09.21 were approved as a 

correct record. 

4. The Annual Report of the Chair of the Audit and Accounts Committee  

The Chair of the Audit and Accounts Committee (Councillor Robin Garrido)  
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introduced their report and made the following comments. 

 It was the Chair’s 4th annual report in the post and covered the period from May 

2020 (around the start of the pandemic) and he felt had been one of the most 
difficult years for the council.   

 The response to the pandemic had dominated the work of the council and this 

had included the management, dispersal and auditing of large amounts of extra 
funding from the Government to help mitigate the effects of the pandemic. This 

had been managed very well. 

 Thanks were given to Jean Gleave as Head of Internal Audit (HOIA) and Joanne 

Hardman (Chief Finance Officer)for leading the audit and finance teams and to 
the officers of both teams for meeting all their usual responsibilities and the very 
challenging extra workload due to Covid-19.   

 The risk to the council throughout the year was well managed in all departments. 

 The Chair asked for the special thanks to Jean Gleave following her retirement, 

to be entered into the record of the meeting.  Jean had given many years’ service 
as HOIA and provided dedicated support to the Audit and Accounts Committee.  

 Simon Bleckly had been welcomed to Salford during as the new HOIA.  Simon 

was also the HOIA in Warrington. The HOIA job share with Warrington had 
provided added benefit to the council and city had helped to ensure a seamless 

transition. 

 The committee valued their good, professional working relationship with Mazars 

(the external auditor).   

 The accounts had received an unqualified judgement last year and the accounts 

were completed within the extended timescales to allow for the impact of the 
pandemic and was one of the few local authorities to do so.   

 The committee members completed the self-assessment in June last year and 

there was a 75% average rate for the indictors with many being above 80%.  An 
action plan had been developed from the self-assessment to provide a framework 

for improvement for the committee. Training for all members had already been 
completed in line with the action plan. 

 The Chair thanked the members of the committee for their work and particular for 

their challenging questioning and scrutiny of the financial management of the 
council.  He particularly highlighted the value of the co-opted members on the 

committee who provided an external viewpoint, which help strengthen 
accountability.     

 

The Head of Internal Audit (HOIA  - Simon Bleckly) outlined the report and 

highlighted the following. 

 He had worked closely with Salford previously on counter fraud. 

 There had been a focus on developing the skills of the Audit and Account 

Committee Members with training before meetings and/or separate training 
sessions and the focus was also on good governance, as highlighted by the 
public interest reports. 

 The working arrangement with Warrington MBC provided the best economy of 
scale and a good use of resources. 

 Salford Audit Team had delivered a significant audit programme throughout 
Covid-19 and at the same time supported the payment of the payments and 
grants from central Government. 
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 As HOIA, he had been able to give assurance of audit and governance in Salford 
in his annual report. 

 

The CM invited questions and comments from Cabinet members. 

 The DCM commented he had no concerns about the financial management and 
governance of the council and commended all involved for maintaining these 
standards during the very challenging times of the pandemic. 

 The CM commented that in the foreword of the report the people of Salford and 
the Spirit of Salford was specially recognised for their work during the pandemic 

and that he fully supported this. He thanked all involved for ensuring the accounts 
were completed on time despite all the other calls on officers time and on council 
resources during the pandemic.  He thanked Jean Gleave (retired HOIA) for her 

valuable contribution to the council and the city and wished her well in her 
retirement and welcomed Simon Bleckly as the new HOIA.  The independent co-

opted members had added an important level of challenge.  The role that self-
assessment played I members development was good to see.  It was important 
to note the Local Government Association (LGA) Peer Review that would take 

place in December and it would look at governance processes and procedures.  
The report helped to underline how LAs had stepped up to the challenge during 

the pandemic, working alongside residents, CVS, health and businesses to 
support the city and the CM recognised the particular role that the LA staff had 
played.  The CM concluded by welcoming the support from the Government 

during Covid-19 but added his concerns for the future as it was unclear if the 
Government would prioritise LAs moving forward and that the council awaited the 

financial settlement in December for an indication of this. He was, however, 
confident, from the report, that the Audit and Account Committee would continue 
to provide effective challenge and assurance going forward and thanked all 

involved.    

 The Chair of Audit and Accounts Committee thanked the CM for his support for 

the committee and added that himself and the Chief Finance Officer would attend 
the Overview and Scrutiny Board for scrutiny and challenge in December.  

 
The CM read out the recommendations from the report as follows: 
It is recommended that the City Mayor and Members of Cabinet consider the Annual 

Report of the Chair of the Audit & Accounts Committee for the year 2019/20 attached 

at Appendix 1. 

All those in attendance approved the recommendation. 

 
Resolved:  That, the City Mayor in consultation with the Cabinet considered the 

Annual Report of the Chair of the Audit & Accounts Committee for the year 2019/20 

attached at Appendix 1. 

5. Any other business 

There were no items of any other business raised. 


